Much of the information in this book can be gleaned from larger texts of cardiology, but it is undoubtedly of great value to the practising physician to find such information readily available in a single, concise textbook. This excellent book should be of value to the medical student, general physician and cardiologist alike. R A J SPURRELL
Consultant Cardiologist
St Bartholomew's Hospital, London Long-Term Bone Marrow Culture DG Wright & J G Greenberger (ed) pp 441 £67 ISBN 08451-0308-3 New York: Alan R Liss 1985 The successful introduction of techniques for longterm bone marrow culture, with the recognition of the crucial role of marrow stromal cells, has heralded a considerable advance in our understanding of how haemopoiesis is regulated. This volume based on an expert workshop contains 22 contributions, each followed by participant discussion. The opening section presents current knowledge on the relationships of reticular, endothelial and other supporting cells to haemopoietic cells in vivo and their role in repopulating ectopic marrow implants. The other sections give a comprehensive review of long-term culture techniques, the components of the adherent stromal layer, and the stem cells, differentiating cells and regulatory factors respectively. The evidence which emerges is that in the favourable microenvironment provided by the adherent marrow stromal layer, direct cell to cell contact, extracellular matrix and diffusible regulators are all of importance. Long-term marrow culture mimicks many of the features of the in vivo situation, including stemcell niches. It might ultimately be used to provide stem cells for marrow transplants.
The volume is well set out and generally readable, although one would have welcomed a glossary of abbreviations. As in most Workshop proceedings, there is some overlap between different contributions and there has been a long time-lag since the original presentation (September 1983 Trhe papers are commendably short with useful references and provide a good impression of current research on a variety of topics, among them prevention of adhesions, ovulatory dysfunction in endometriosis, laparoscopic explorative cytopuncture of ovarian cysts, hysteroscopy in unexplained infertility, 8th day laparoscopic adhesiolysis after tubal surgery, tubo-cornual polyps, conservative management of ectopic pregnancy, intrauterine adhesions, canalization of cervical mucus. This kind of book is not intended for those seeking systematic teaching to pass an examination, but the practising gynaecologist, with a responsibility to those ofhis patients who have an infertility problem, will find much to stimulate him and that is not readily accessible outside specialist journals.
The editors are to be congratulated, even though a few articles have been included that present little that is new, and some important names, among them Steptoe, Audebert and Greenblatt, have been excluded from the list of contributors. HERBERT REISS
Consultant Gynaecologist London
Textbook of Anaesthesia G Smith & A R Aitkenhead (ed) pp 586 £19.50 ISBN 0-443-02825-7 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1985 This is neither a revision aid nor a definitive work on anaesthesia. The 42 contributors have produced a work that spans most of anaesthesia and its allied clinical culs-de-sacintensive therapy and pain control. It is sure to sell well for examination purposes as it represents good value; it is easy to read and the line diagrams are clear and simple. Some criticism is necessary. With the multitude of authors it is inevitable that contradictions are likely to occur: on page 322 extradural analgesia is not highly recommended in pre-eclamptic toxaemia, but on page 410 it is the third indication cited for preeclampsia. Vague advice is annoying and appears occasionally; for example, if the hepatitis B antigen were to be detected then 'appropriate measures should be taken to protect the staff', but these measures are not delineated.
The book is moderately contemporary. High frequency ventilation is discussed but Althesin is not recorded as having been withdrawn from use. There is more to local anaesthesia and intensive therapy than is given in the short sections in this volume.
References for further reading are provided. M J HARR1SON Masson 1984 This book is aimed primarily at ophthalmologists, especially strabismologists. Only the contents are translated into English. A 'tentative' explanation of the physiopathology of strabismus by Quere is the most original but also the most difficult section. It is a must for anyone interested in electro-oculography. I found the chapters on surgical techniques by A Roth and on indications for surgical treatment of strabismus with nystagmus by Spielmann particularly instructive, with good illustrations.
The book attempts to be comprehensive but some may regret the omission of statistical data. The literature is well indexed up to 1982-1984. This book is recommended for those who wish to compare the differences between the French and English ways of managing strabismus.
FRANVOISE CUENDET
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